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Gore arrives for Baltic meetings 

TALLINN, March 13 (Reuter) - U.S. Vice-President Al Gore arrived in the Estonian capital on Monday for 
a six-hour visit to meet heads of the three Baltic countries. Gore, travelling on a U.S. air force jet, arrived 
in Tallinn with Estonian President Lennart Men from Copenhagen, where both men attended a United 
Nations conference on social issues. Gore will stay in Tallinn for just six hours. He is expected to discuss 
with the Baltic leaders the security situation in the Russian republic of Chechnya and will make a speech 
to the people of Tallinn in the city centre. Gore will also meet Prime Minister Maris Gailis of Latvia and 
Prime Minister Adolfas Slezevicius of Lithuania. The vice-president will return to the U.S. later on Monday. 


NATO expansion closely linked to Moscow ties-Gore 

TALLINN, March 13 (Reuter) - U.S Vice-President Ai Gore said on Monday that NATO expansion must 
take place at the same time as the alliance deepens and clarifies its relations with Russia. Gore, on a brief 
visit to Estonia, said: "It is important to understand that the process by which NATO expands is a process 
that must take place at the same time the relationship between NATO and Russia is deepened and 
clarified. "Both processes must take place simultaneously and both processes must take place in full open, 
public view with no surprises and no sudden movements. This is the correct way to proceed," he said. 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin told a security summit in Budapest in December that Russia could not 
tolerate an eastward expansion of NATO to its borders and expressed fears that Cold Peace was 
replacing the Coid War. But NATO sources said last week in Brusseis that the U.S. and Russia are to 
meet in Geneva in two weeks’ time after Moscow dropped its all-out opposition to NATO enlargement and 
said it may go ahead under certain conditions 


Gore also said the three newly-independent Baltic republics were not being given lower priority than other 
Eastern European countries seeking to join NATO "There has been absolutely no list of any kind drawn 
up and anyone who says that there is such a list simply does not know what he or she is talking about," 
Gore said in response to questions at a ceremony. 


Gore was speaking to reporters after he and Estonian President Lennart Meri witnessed the signing of an 
agreement on the clean-up of the ex-Soviet nuclear submarine training facility at Paldiski, west of Tallinn. 
Under the agreement, the U.S. has pledged to train Estonians in decontamination techniques and reactor 
decommissioning as well as evaluating radiologicial ievels at the heavily-polluted base. The agreement is 
a result of President Bill Clinton's commitment last year during a visit to Latvia of $2 million in technical 
assistance to support the clean-up. Meri said the document would help “end one chapter in the tragic 
history of Paidiski and open another chapter.“ 


Gore held a brief meeting with Meri at the 18th century Kadriorg Palace on the outskirts of Tallinn after 
they arrived earlier on Monday from Copenhagen, where they had attended a United Nations social 
summit. Gore was later due to meet prime ministers of the three Baltic republics -- Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. The republics, which gained their independence in 1991 after five decades of Kremlin rule, are 
all seeking closer ties to the West, fear Russian expansionism could resurface 


